


From the Publisher|
This edition was created with
care, intention, and deep respect
for leadership. LaRueList Game
Changers honors people fully —
the work they do, the lives they
touch, and the responsibility they
carry. As Publisher, my role was to
help shape and curate that vision
so it could be shared clearly and
thoughtfully.

I have been deeply influenced and
mentored by Jeannine Frisby
LaRue. She is known by many as
"Mama LaRue” because she leads
with generosity, wisdom, and an
instinct to uplift, always making
room for others to shine. That spirit
guided how this work was
approached and how recognition
lives on these pages.

Publisher
-Shanique Taliaferro

With so many deserving women, narrowing the list for this first
edition required care, conversation, and trust. This edition is an
offering and a beginning — not a conclusion — with many more
LaRueList editions to come. Thank you for spending time with
this edition. My hope is that these pages connect you — to
Jeannine Frisby LaRue, and to the many women whose
leadership continues to shape lives, communities, and
generations — each a Game Changer in her own way.

By Shanique Taliaferro | The Game Changers
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STATE POWERHOUSES
LaRueList

Alex Ball
Chief of Staff · Governor Sherrill, providing senior

leadership and strategic coordination.

Nicole Brossoie
Senior Director • Governor Sherrill, oversees the

appointments process.

Nabilia Baptiste
Chief of Staff · Lieutenant Governor Caldwell,
guiding executive priorities and coordination.

Dana M. Burley
Clerk · NJ General Assembly, overseeing

legislative records and administration.

Presenting appointed women in the Mikie Sherrill Administration
and legislative offices leading critical state conversations
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Margo Chaly
Acting Secretary · Higher Education, advancing

access and innovation statewide.

Mary Cruz
Acting Chair and CEO · NJ Civil Service
Commission, leading workforce policy.

Jess Cohen
Executive Director · NJ Senate Majority Office,

managing legislative operations.

Jen Davenport
Attorney General · State of New Jersey, serving

as chief law enforcement officer.

Presenting appointed women in the Mikie Sherrill Administration
and legislative offices leading critical state conversations
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Kellie Doucette
Chief Operating Officer · Governor Sherrill,

overseeing executive operations and performance

Jeanne Hengemuhle
Acting Superintendent · New Jersey State
Police, leading statewide law enforcement.

Shirley U. Emehelu
Acting State Comptroller · State of NJ

providing fiscal oversight and accountability.

Jill Hirsch
President and CEO · NJ Sports and Exposition

Authority, overseeing major venues.

Presenting appointed women in the Mikie Sherrill Administration
and legislative offices leading critical state conversations
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Priya Jain
Acting Commissioner · Transportation, directing

infrastructure and mobility initiatives.

Victoria Kuhn
Commissioner · Department of Corrections,

overseeing facilities and rehabilitation.

Rosalie Johnson
Acting Chief Administrator · NJ Motor Vehicle

Commission, overseeing operations.

Lily Laux
Acting Commissioner · Education, guiding

statewide education policy.

Presenting appointed women in the Mikie Sherrill Administration
and legislative offices leading critical state conversations
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Yvonne L. Mays
Brigadier General and Commissioner · Military

Affairs, leadership and readiness.

Susan Ochs
Acting Commissioner · Banking and Insurance,

overseeing financial regulation.

Yolanda Melville
Director · NJ Division on Civil Rights,
advancing civil rights enforcement.

Vereliz Santana
Community Engagement Strategist · Coalition

building and outreach.

Presenting appointed women in the Mikie Sherrill Administration
and legislative offices leading critical state conversations
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Jacquelyn A. Suárez
Commissioner · Department of Community Affairs,

supporting housing and local government.

Catherine Tung
Policy Chief · Governor Sherrill, leading policy

development and legislative strategy.

Jennifer Sellitti
Public Defender · State of New Jersey, leading

statewide public defense services.

Regina Wilder
Director · Internal and Constituent Relations,

Assembly Majority Office.


