


From the Publisher|
This edition was created with
care, intention, and deep respect
for leadership. LaRueList Game
Changers honors people fully —
the work they do, the lives they
touch, and the responsibility they
carry. As Publisher, my role was to
help shape and curate that vision
so it could be shared clearly and
thoughtfully.

I have been deeply influenced and
mentored by Jeannine Frisby
LaRue. She is known by many as
"Mama LaRue” because she leads
with generosity, wisdom, and an
instinct to uplift, always making
room for others to shine. That spirit
guided how this work was
approached and how recognition
lives on these pages.

Publisher
-Shanique Taliaferro

With so many deserving women, narrowing the list for this first
edition required care, conversation, and trust. This edition is an
offering and a beginning — not a conclusion — with many more
LaRueList editions to come. Thank you for spending time with
this edition. My hope is that these pages connect you — to
Jeannine Frisby LaRue, and to the many women whose
leadership continues to shape lives, communities, and
generations — each a Game Changer in her own way.

By Shanique Taliaferro | The Game Changers
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SOCIAL IMPACT
LaRueList

Celebrating women driving change, advancing equity, expanding
opportunity, and transforming communities through leadership.

Valerie Arthur
Executive Director · Christ Centered in the
CityBoard Chair · Smith Family Foundation

Staci Berger
CEO · Housing & Community Development

Network NJ Housing justice

Helen Archontou
CEO · YWCA of Bergen County

Community Impact 

Laurel Brennan
Secretary-Treasurer · NJ AFL-CIO

Labor leadership
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SOCIAL IMPACT
LaRueList

Celebrating women driving change, advancing equity, expanding
opportunity, and transforming communities through leadership.

Deborah Cornavaca
Director of Government Relations · NJ

Public policy

Teska Frisby
Gun Violence Prevention Lead · Mercer

County Community safety

Sandy Castor
Executive Director · Middlesex County 

Economic Development

Samantha Gordon
Communications Director · Salvation and
Social Justice Strategic communications
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SOCIAL IMPACT
LaRueList

Celebrating women driving change, advancing equity, expanding
opportunity, and transforming communities through leadership.

Jennifer Higgins
President · AFT New Jersey

Education leadership

Ana Maria Hill
State Director, NJ · 32BJ SEIU

Labor leadership

Racquel Romans-Henry
Director of Policy · Salvation and Social

Justice Social justice

Dena Marie Mattola Jaborska
Executive Director · NJ Citizen Action

Economic justice
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SOCIAL IMPACT
LaRueList

Celebrating women driving change, advancing equity, expanding
opportunity, and transforming communities through leadership.

Michele Liebtag
President · Mercer County Central Labor

Council Labor leadership

Brielle Winslow-Majette
Acting Director · Garden State Equality

LGBTQ+ advocacy

Karen Bellamy Lewis
Senior Staff · IFPTE

Labor policy

Dee Marshall
CEO · AI Training Plus
Workforce innovation
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SOCIAL IMPACT
LaRueList

Celebrating women driving change, advancing equity, expanding
opportunity, and transforming communities through leadership.

Antoinette Miles
State Director · NJ Working Families

Economic justice

Taraun M. Tia McKnight
Deputy Administrator · Mercer County

Public service

Patricia Campos Medina
Executive Director · Worker Institute at

Cornell Worker rights

Nedia Morsy
Director · Make the Road NJ

Immigrant rights
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SOCIAL IMPACT
LaRueList

Celebrating women driving change, advancing equity, expanding
opportunity, and transforming communities through leadership.

Debbie Parks
Associate Director, NJ · AFSCME

Workforce advocacy

Michelle Richardson
Executive Director · Hudson County Economic

Development

Kathy Ahearn O’Brien
Executive Director · Hyacinth

Public health

Laura Fenster Rothchild
COO · Isles, Inc.

Community development
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SOCIAL IMPACT
LaRueList

Celebrating women driving change, advancing equity, expanding
opportunity, and transforming communities through leadership.

Safanya Searcy
Political Coordinator · SEIU

Labor strategy

Robin Walton
Chair · Southern NJ Chamber of Commerce

Business leadership

Petal Robertson
Vice President · NJEA
Education advocacy

Kaitlyn Wojtowicz
Executive Director · Planned Parenthood

Reproductive rights
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