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By Shanique Taliaferro | The Game Changers

This edition was created with

care, intention, and deep respect

for leadership. LaRuelist Game
Changers honors people fully —

the work they do, the lives they

touch, and the responsibility they

carry. As Publisher, my role was to

help shape and curate that vision

so it could be shared clearly and ‘
thoughttully.

| have been deeply influenced and
mentored by Jeannine Frisby

LaRue. She is known by many as | :
"Mama LaRue” because she leads B e tﬂl AR

with generosity, wisdom, and an  {ks¢sd s SRR
instinct to uplift, always making SrotSima
room for others to shine. That spirit
guided how this work was
approached and how recognition

lives on these pages.

With so many deserving women, narrowing the list for this first
edition required care, conversation, and trust. This edition is an
oftering and a beginning — not a conclusion — with many more
LaRuelist editions to come. Thank you for spending time with
this edition. My hope is that these pages connect you — to
Jeannine Frisby LaRue, and to the many women whose

/\ leadership continues to shape lives, communities, and

N
‘ﬁ

" ::‘\\‘

»
" "]
o

e
!

iy ST

N
N c';:' T
.‘i\\(\’ X “». \
|
\ LY

generations — each a Game Changer in her own way.

- QMM/M Taliaferrs

Publisher




Frote The toat of [fne 8

By Jeannine LaRue | Women's History Month Edition - 2026

Clearing a Path
Forward

There comes a moment when you realize you are Y
no longer walking a path — you are clearing one. |
telt that truth in rooms where | was often the only
woman, sometimes the only Black woman, always
aware that my presence carried a responsibility
larger than my name.

| began my journey as a teacher, grounded in the
beliet that education, care, and truth change lives.
That belief carried me into public service and
leadership — into spaces where policy is written, Photography: Courtesy of LaRueList Cafe®
industries are regulated, and decisions shape
families, cities, and generations. | know the cost of
being first. | know what it means to leave rooms

changed by your presence.

Honoring the Matriarchs “Game Changers

and Other Game Changers  are not defined by
Game Changers are not defined by a single a Single moment

moment — they are defined by momentum. They .
are women who step into systems as they exist and ™~ Eh/ ej) are de_ﬁ ned

refuse to accept them as they are. Some cleared

paths long ago. Others are shaping them now. This by momen tum-

list honors ome oss generations — the .
| nor W n acr g ner 1onN _]eann]ne LaRue

matriarchs who paved the way, the leaders | _
Founder, LaRuel.ist Cafe™

carrying the work forward today, and those whose
impact continues to guide us even though they are
no longer with us. This is my love letter to women
who led anyway — and to those sfill walking
forward.

For the women who cleared the path - and those still walking it.
— A LaRuelist Cafe® Editorial Series
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INSTITUTIONAL LEADERSHIP

Celebrating influential leaders driving policy, equity, and systemic
change across New Jersey
<> >

Dr. Denise Anderson Leslie Anderson

Executive Director NJ Public Health President & CEO NJ Redevelopment
Institute « Public health leadership Authority « Economic development

Lisa Asare ; Jacqueline Baptiste

President & CEO NJ Maternal & Infant x Executive Advisor African American Chamber

Health Authority « Maternal & infant health E‘;}gﬁ of Commerce « Business leadership




L.aRuelist®
INSTITUTIONAL LEADERSHIP

Celebrating influential leaders driving policy, equity, and systemic
change across New Jersey

Cathlee Bennett First Lady Rosalee Boyer

President & CEO NJ Hospital Association e Co-founder Salvation and Social Justice e

Jesse Burns N Mary Coogan

Executive Director League of Women & President & CEO Advocates for Children of

Voters NJ « Civic engagement X Pyl a1 NJ « Child advocacy
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INSTITUTIONAL LEADERSHIP

Celebrating influential leaders driving policy, equity, and systemic
change across New Jersey
S5 R

Aliah Davis-McHenry Melissa Fox

Global Head of Corporate Marketing Chief Operating Officer Acenda Integrated
Novartis » Corporate leadership Health Behavioral « Health Leadership

Vivian Cox Fraser { Samra Haider

President & CEO Urban League of Essex \ ,_-?, ; ; President & CEO Geraldine R Dodge °
County « Economic empowerment L8 ' Foundation Philanthropy




L.aRueList®
INSTITUTIONAL LEADERSHIP

Celebrating influential leaders driving policy, equity, and systemic
change across New Jersey

Jeanne LoCicero Kaylee McGuire

Legal Director ACLU of New Jersey Deputy Commissioner NJ Department of
« Civil rights Human Services * Aging and Disability services

Pamela Morgan Katherine Nunnally

Chair Zonta International UN - o President & CEO Smith Family
Committee » Global advocacy | CoRusList Foundation ¢ Philanthropy
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INSTITUTIONAL LEADERSHIP

Celebrating influential leaders driving policy, equity, and systemic
change across New Jersey

Henal Patel Lata Reddy

Policy Director NJ Institute for Social Senior Vice President Prudential Financial
Justice « Policy leadership Chair « Prudential Foundation

Amber Randolph { Lilia Rios

Associate Vice President Robert Wood & o Founder La Providencia ¢
Johnson Foundation « Health equity - iy Community leadership

Cafe =
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INSTITUTIONAL LEADERSHIP

Celebrating influential leaders driving policy, equity, and systemic
change across New Jersey

- Yy AN A ~
S2 AaSSOPan 3

WV

- i

Nicole Rodriguez Linda Schwimmer

President New Jersey Policy Perspective President & CEO NJ Health Care Quality
« Economic policy Institute « Healthcare policy

Maisha Simmons

Associate Vice President, Robert Wood x Director Center for American Women and
o

Johnson Foundation « Equity and social justic LC?C;?;LE Politics « Women'’s leadership
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